Head movements and neck muscle activities associated with the jaw movement during mastication in the rabbit authors.
Rhythmical head movements and neck muscle activities associated with the masticatory jaw movement were investigated in rabbits. In natural mastication, head movements and neck muscle activities showed a rhythmical feature synchronized with jaw movement. During cortically induced rhythmical jaw movements, some neck muscle showed rhythmical activity induced by biting a wooden stick. Neck muscles may contribute to the rhythmical head movement after loading the tooth with food.